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Fashion Meets History at this exhibit featuring a variety of kimonos dating from the 1860s 
through the 1960s. Collector and amateur historian Devin Dondero will discuss the collection and 
background of the various garments, many of which reflect the spirit of the times in which they 
were produced. He will present a brief kimono dressing demonstration at 1pm. 

Tour the Mansion and 1930 Japanese bathhouse, built by one of the two Japanese farming 
families who leased the Neely property for over 20 years. 

Complimentary admission - Donations are appreciated  
Saturday, July 25, 2026 Noon to 4 p.m .
 Neely Mansion 
12303 SE Auburn-Black Diamond Road, Auburn, WA 98092 (East of the Highway 18 Auburn-

Black Diamond Road Exit) 
www.neelymansion.org

Phase 3 Development Underway at Tahoma National Cemetery
Submitted by Cary Collins
A short drive through Tahoma 

National Cemetery makes clear 
that the grounds are entering 
a new chapter of stewardship. 
Across the landscape, 
improvements are reshaping both 
the appearance and daily function 
of this hallowed place. The Public 

Information Center and committal 
shelters have been re-roofed and 
modernized. Road curbs have 
been replaced, and new water 
spigots now line the lanes. New 
facilities are rising while familiar 
ones are being expanded and 
renewed. Among the additions 
are a dedicated Veterans Service 

Organization building to support Honor Guard teams, a greatly enlarged administrative building, a new 
maintenance facility, and new public restrooms. Updated signage, floral stations, repaired caulking, memorial 
walls, and material storage stalls further reflect the care and long-term investment being devoted to the 
cemetery.

The most dramatic transformation is unfolding in the cemetery’s northwest quadrant, where a substantial 
portion of the landscape has become an active construction zone. Phase 3 encompasses approximately 43 
acres of largely undeveloped woodland, terrain defined by rolling topography and several small wetlands 
that have long bordered the cemetery’s quiet edges. According to Brian Combs, Administrative Officer at 
Tahoma National Cemetery, the expansion includes construction of a new loop road and ten new interment 
sections totaling approximately 15 acres. When completed, these sections will provide 28,914 additional 
gravesites, including pre-placed crypt fields for traditional in-ground casket burials, a green burial area, and 
columbaria for above-ground interment of cremated remains.

Scheduled for completion in July 2027, the $80 million expansion will ensure that Tahoma National 
Cemetery can continue serving veterans and their families for approximately 35 more years, extending its 
capacity through 2060. Yet the undertaking represents far more than an investment in infrastructure. It is 
a reaffirmation of the nation’s enduring promise: that those who served—and the families entrusted with 
preserving their stories—will always have a place of honor in the Cascade foothills. For generations to come, 
these newly prepared acres will stand as a lasting testament to service, sacrifice, and the quiet dignity of 
remembrance. Photo courtesy of Goodfellow Bros.

“100 Years of Kimonos” Exhibit at Neely Mansion
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— Shop Locally —

They don’t stay this age very long.... Chersh their special moments forever!

Put a birthday ad in the VOICE of the Valley 
Email voice9696@comcast.net  or call 425-432-9696

What Happens When 
You DON’T Advertise?

NOTHING!
Contact Us To Help Get You Started!

VOICE of the Valley
425-432-9696

voic9696@comcast.net

An Encouraging Word Taylor Creek Church
By Pastor Jason Katen

HOPE FELLOWSHIP
Are you wondering if there’s a God and what place He should have in 

your life? Join us Sundays! Sing to contemporary music. Hear the Bible 
explained simply. Keep your money. Wear normal clothes. Nursery and 
children’s program provided. Did we mention coffee? Visit either at 9 
a.m. or 10:45 a.m. Hope Fellowship, 21115 Kent Kangley Road just 
past Sawyer’s Village. 425-432-5114.  www.HopeFellowship.net

*****
TAYLOR CREEK CHURCH

A place for you to grow in your relationship with the Lord and 
fellowship with His people.  We invite you to join us each Sunday 
for Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9 am, and for our Worship 
Service with verse-by-verse teaching of the Word of God at 10:15 am.  
(Children’s Church and Nursery are provided through Kindergarten) 
A cry room is provided for nursing mothers with a video feed of the 
service. 

We invite you to also join us throughout the week for personal 
encouragement and spiritual growth through Adult Small Group Bible 
Studies, Studies for Men, Studies for Women, as well as Youth Ministry 
(grades 7-12) and Adventure Club (ages 3 through grade 6).

 We are located at 21110 244th Ave. SE (right off Hwy 18).  For more 
information about our church or other activities, please call the church 
office at (425) 432-0634 or visit our website at www.taylorcreekchurch.
org.  Senior Pastor:  Jason Katen

Too Perfect to be Chance
“If the earth were as small as the moon, the power of gravity would 

be too weak to retain sufficient atmosphere for man’s needs; but if it 
were as large as Jupiter, Saturn, or Uranus, extreme gravitation would 
make human movement almost impossible. 

If we were as near to the sun as Venus, the heat would be unbearable; 
if we were as far away as Mars, we would experience snow and ice 
every night, even in the warmest regions. If the oceans were half their 
present dimensions, we would receive only one-fourth the rainfall we 
do now. If they were one-eighth larger, our annual precipitation would 
increase fourfold, and this earth would become a vast, uninhabitable 
swamp! 

Water solidifies at 32 degrees. It would be disastrous if the oceans 
were subject to that law, however, for then the amount of thawing in 
the polar regions would not balance out, and ice would accumulate 
throughout the centuries! To prevent such a catastrophe, the Lord put 
salt in the sea to alter its freezing point!”

That’s a lot of “ifs,” don’t you agree? It’s amazing to see how 
intricate our universe is when it comes to its design, and yet so many 
believe that it all came into existence by chance.  When I look at my 
watch with all its detailed parts, I never once stop and say, “That’s so 
amazing that it came together by chance.”  That’s because I can tell it 
was made with a design in mind.  My watch is significantly less intricate 
than this universe, and when I look at it, I do not stop and think that it 
happened by chance either.  It was created by design, God’s design.  
Psalm 104:24 says, “How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom, 
you made them all.”  

Even more intricate is the human body. It is abundantly evident 
that we are all fearfully and wonderfully made in the Image of God – 
Psalm 139:14; Genesis 1:27. This ultimately means that all of us, as 
God’s creation, are accountable to Him.  In fact, Jesus said we will be 
held accountable for every word we speak, “But I tell you that every 
careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it 
in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words, you will be condemned.” - Matthew 12:36-37.  Man’s only 
hope is forgiveness that comes through Christ. I think the words of the 
prophet Isaiah are appropriate to close with, “Seek the Lord while He 
may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.” - Isaiah 55:6   

Would you like to know more about making plans?  Contact us at 
425-432-0634 or www.taylorcreekchurch.org.  We would love to talk 
to you about the hope we have in Christ.  You can also join us every 
Sunday at 9 AM for Sunday School and 10:15 AM for Worship. 21110 
244th Ave. S.E., Maple Valley.  

The Maple Valley–Black 
Diamond Chamber of Commerce 
is excited to announce the 
inaugural Wacky Dash & 
Business Bash, a one-of-a-kind 
community event that combines a 
fun-filled 5K with a lively business 
expo on Saturday, August 1 at 
Lake Wilderness Park.

Designed for all ages and 
fitness levels, the Wacky Dash 
invites participants to run, walk, 
laugh, and show off their creativity 
by wearing their wackiest 
costumes. Whether you’re 
chasing a personal best or simply 
enjoying a stroll with family and 
friends, the event promises a 
morning filled with energy, smiles, 
and community spirit.

Attendees can explore 
the Business Bash, where 
Chamber member businesses 
will showcase their products 
and services through interactive 
booths, giveaways and family-
friendly activities. The event offers 
a unique opportunity for local 
businesses to connect directly 
with residents in a relaxed, 
engaging environment. Service 
providers, professional offices, 

Maple Valley–Black Diamond Chamber to Host 
First-Ever Wacky Dash & Business Bash August 1

nonprofit organizations, and other local businesses are encouraged to 
join the celebration and introduce themselves to the community.

“We’re thrilled to bring a fresh, fun event to the Maple Valley and 
Black Diamond communities that encourages people to get outside, 
support local businesses, and spend time together,” said Alyssa Saas, 
executive director of the Maple Valley–Black Diamond Chamber of 
Commerce. “This is more than a race—it’s a celebration of the people 
and businesses that make our community such a great place to live.”

The Chamber extends its sincere appreciation to physical therapy 
for everyBODY, the event’s Premier Sponsor, for helping bring this 
exciting new community tradition to life. The Chamber also thanks 
Lustre Infrared Sauna Studio, Allcare Medical Clinic, Sumo Sushi, British 
Swim School, Thrive Community Fitness, The Learning Experience and 
BadaBoom Detailing.

Businesses interested in exhibiting and community members 
interested in participating in the Wacky Dash are encouraged to register 
early.

Event Details
Wacky Dash & Business Bash will be held on Saturday, August 

1 (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) at Lake Wilderness Park, Maple Valley
Families, runners, walkers, local businesses, and community 

members of all ages
For registration and event information, visit: https://runsignup.com/

Race/WA/MapleValley/wackydashbash 
About the Maple Valley–Black Diamond Chamber of Commerce
The Maple Valley–Black Diamond Chamber of Commerce is proud 

to serve a beautiful, pristine community filled with hardworking small 
businesses, local leaders, and neighbors who care deeply about 
where they live. We champion our business community by creating 
opportunities for connection, visibility, advertising, and advocacy, 
helping our members grow while strengthening the community we all 
call home.



By Peter Rimbos, GMVUAC Corresponding Secretary
On Monday, July 6, the Area Council held its Regular Monthly Meet-

ing at the Maple Valley Fire Station at 22225 SE 231st St and via Zoom.  
Major topics discussed were: (1) KCCP Mid-Point Update; (2) GMV/CR 
Subarea Plan; (3) Docket Requests; and (4) Proposed Segale Mine.

Public Comment
Robin Buxton from the Remington Home Owners’ Association 

(HOA) and Preserve Druids Glen Committee discussed preserving the 
Druids Glen Golf Course and preventing it from being redeveloped into 
a gated community of 75+ elite houses.  Druids Glen has many ecosys-
tem benefits it provides to the region and a major housing development 
will impact or destroy much of it if approved by King County.  The HOA 
and Committee have been reaching out to King County throughout the 
year and demanding strict zoning and environmental compliance as it 
review the Land Development Permit Application submitted by Parks 
Legacy, current owner based in Arizona. The Committee can be con-
tacted at: druidsglencommittee@remingtonhoa.com.

KCCP Mid-Point Update
Erin Auzins, Regional Planning Lead in the King County (KC) Ex-

ecutive’s Office, discussed the 2029 King County Comprehensive Plan 
(KCCP) 5-year Midpoint Update (2029 Midpoint Update)—an opportu-
nity to make substantive policy changes that address long-term needs 
and advance the County’s policy goals.  A Scope of Work is being de-
veloped that will guide the development of the 2029 Midpoint Update, 
inform the environmental review and public participation plans, and be 
the basis for an equity-impact analysis of the proposed update, see: 
2029 KCCP 5 Yr Mid-Point Update Scope of Work presentation.

The proposed Scope of Work to be released on July 13, for Pub-
lic Comment, is organized according to three Focus Areas: Climate 
Change and Resiliency; Shorelines; and Housing—as well as other 
general changes.  Within each there are possible topics that might be 
included in the 2029 Midpoint Update, pending additional analysis.  Un-
like the KCCP 10-year Major Updates, additional topics and/or issues 
not included in the Scope of Work may not be considered as part of the 
2029 Midpoint Update, unless they are allowed during a KCCP Annual 
Update.

The Public can submit Comments on the proposed Scope of Work 
by August 2 by email to CompPlan@kingcounty.gov. Opportunities for 
providing comments, as well as other information about the Compre-
hensive Plan, can be found at www.kingcounty.gov/CompPlan.  Public 
input will be used to help refine and finalize the KC Executive’s Scope 
of Work, which is anticipated to be submitted to the KC Council in No-
vember 2026 and adopted by the Council, after its review and amend-
ment, in February 2027.  Each of these events afford additional oppor-
tunities to submit Public Comment.

The Area Council’s four major subject-matter committees will con-
duct reviews of the Scope of Work and prepare detailed comments to 
be submitted by the above deadline.

GMV/CR Subarea Plan
Susan McLain, KC Subarea Planning Manager, discussed the sta-

tus of The Greater Maple Valley/Cedar River (GMV/CR) Community 
Service Area (CSA) Subarea Plan—a long-range community vision 
over the next 20 years.  On May 18 the Area Council submitted its 
details Comments on the Preliminary Plan.  Ms. McLain stated those 
comments were extremely helpful as they continue their review.

At tonight’s meeting Ms. McLain discussed a handful of draft land-
use and zoning map amendments within the Subarea:

•Split-zone or split-land use: Properties with more than one zone 
classification or land use designation 

•Update P-Suffix conditions and overlays when: (10 Countywide 
code supersedes or does a better job (repeal); (2) The condition has 
been met (repeal); or Update for current terms’

•Evaluate “potential” zoning
•Inconsistent zone classifications and land use
•Evaluate Rural Neighborhood Commercial Center-designated 

properties where zoning and land use are inconsistent
Ms. McLain agreed to continue conversations with the Area Council, 

as its Preliminary Plan Comments are reviewed.  The Area council also 
has provided Ms. McLain with a list of key subject-matter experts who 
would like to speak with her Interdepartmental Team regarding the Area 
Council’s detailed Comments in those areas.

Docket Requests
The Joint Team of four Urban and ten Rural Unincorporated Area 

organizations, coordinated by the Area Council, submitted four Docket 
Request to KC by the end of 2025: 

1. Amend Rural Neighborhood Commercial Center (RNCC) policy 
/ code to allow only businesses (the express purpose of RNCCs) and 
prohibit housing, which would displace businesses (see: gmvuac.org/

Find more news on our website 
www.voiceofthevalley.com 
and be sure to like us on 

Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/
voiceofthevalley

KCCP Mid-Point Update
wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/
K C C P - D o c k e t - R e q u e s t -
RNCCs-2-14-25.pdf).

2. Amend Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) code 
to adequately address environ-
mental, health, and safety (see: 
gmvuac.org/wp/wp-content/up-
loads/2026/06/KCCP-Docket-Re-
quest-BESS.pdf).  Due to a tight 
deadline at the end of the year, 
this was prepared and submitted 
by individuals who represented a 
subset of Joint Team members.

3. Amend, in the Rural Area, 
Agriculture and Forestry Product 
Processing policy / code to re-
quire materials be grown in KC 
(see: gmvuac.org/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2025/12/D.I.-Request-
Local-Ag-Forest-Product-Pro-
cessing.pdf).

4. Amend Mineral Operations 
5-yr Periodic Review policy / code 
to include the Mining Reclamation 
(see: gmvuac.org/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2025/12/Docket-Re-
quest-Mining-Operation-Periodic-
Reviews.pdf).

On April 30 KC published 
its 2026 Docket Report (https://
cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/
king-county/depts/local-services/
permits/regional-planning/com-
prehensive-plan/dockets/2026-
docket-report.pdf?rev=58335774
1c3b432f8c6a7b8e8786c786&h
ash=3724E8431764F6FF37BAD
0BADE24E5CB), which detailed 
its decisions on each Docket Re-
quest received in 2025 from the 
Public.  Each of the above-listed 
Docket Requests were rejected 
for a variety of reasons.

Several Joint Team members 
met with Erin Auzins earlier in the 
day to discuss each request and 
KC’s assessment of same.  The 
Joint Team has asked to speak 
with members of KC’s Interde-
partmental Team.  Erin stated she 
would follow up on that.

Proposed Segale Mine

The Segale Development Corporation proposes a mine and an as-
phalt plant on ~1,000 ac in a low area across the Green River from 
Kanasket-Palmer State Park (K-PSP)at the top of the Green River 
Gorge (near to Cumberland).  The Park anchors the top of the Gorge, 
similar to how Flaming Geyser State Park anchors the downstream end 
of the Gorge.

There has been a back-and-forth between Segale and King County 
on several issues: (1) A proposed swap of WA-Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) land to move the mine (note there is one mine with 
five different pits planned); (2) What would be included in Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (EIS); (3) Outright purchase of the Segale prop-
erty; and (4) Other matters.

On Wednesday, July 8, the King County Department of Local Ser-
vices—Permitting Division (DLS/P) will issue a Determination of Sig-
nificance (DS) (https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/local-services/buildings-
property/public-notices-permit-records-search/special-interest-proj-
ects), which will trigger the need for an EIS to be prepared.  There will 
be a 30-day Public Comment period through Friday, August 7.

The project, as proposed, would have major impacts on K-PSP, in-
cluding the only public campground along the entire Green-Duwamish 
River, as well as impacts to water quality, fish and terrestrial species, 
human health, and traffic throughout SE King County.

The Area Council voted to work with and support other SE King 
County organizations to prepare a set of Public Comments on the DS.

Next Area Council Meeting
The next Area Council monthly meeting will be held Monday, Au-

gust 3, 2026, from 7 - 9:30 PM at the Maple Valley Fire Station at 
22225 SE 231st St (across from the KC Sheriff’s Precinct).

Meetings are held on the first Monday of the month (except for 
Holidays, when they are held on the second Monday). All meeting an-
nouncements, agendas, and Zoom information are posted on the Area 
Council’s Website (www.gmvuac.org) and local NextDoor platforms. 
You can also find us on our FaceBook page (https://www.facebook.
com/GMVUAC/). Each meeting begins with an open Public Comment 
period where anyone can voice concerns, comments, etc.

Area Council Membership
Your Area Council, founded in 1978, is one of the longest continu-

ously active local councils in King County. It serves as an all-volunteer, 
locally recognized advisory body to King County on behalf of all ru-
ral unincorporated area residents living in the Tahoma School District 
(TSD).  The Area Council, in “working to keep the Rural Area rural,” 
collaborates regionally with other King County Rural Area organizations 
through both the Joint Rural Team and its Joint Transportation Initiative.

The twelve-seat Area Council has four open seats.  If you wish to 
join, please send an e-mail to: info@gmvuac.org (info@gmvuac.org) 
or attend (either in-person or virtually) a monthly meeting and express 
your interest. To be eligible to join as a Member you need to live within 
the TSD.

Residents, even those not living within the TSD, are eligible to be-
come Associate Members who can serve on any Area Council Com-
mittee: Economic, Environment, Growth Management, Transportation, 
Public Relations, or Train Show—please see the Area Council’s Web-
site (www.gmvuac.org) and use the drop-down menu under Commit-
tees. 

On our Home page recent Monthly Meeting Summary Articles can 
be in the 2026/2025 GMVUAC Monthly Meeting Articles box (or by us-
ing the drop-down menu under Correspondence).
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Write up the memories you 
cherish about your loved one 
to pass on from generation to 
generation with an obituary 
in the VOICE of the Valley. 

Obituaries can be placed by emailing
 voice9696@comcast.net 

Call 425-432-9696 for prices!! 

Obituaries printed in VOICE

The City of Covington's Park Pop-Up series kicks off today with 
Bubble Bash at Town Center Lawn from 10 a.m. to noon. Families 
are invited to make giant bubbles, enjoy outdoor fun and celebrate the 
start of a summer full of free activities in Covington parks. Town Center 
Lawn from 10 a.m.-noon These are Free Events.

Upcoming Park Pop-Ups:
 July 16 Friendship Bracelet Making, Friendship Park
July 21 Water Play Day, Covington Community Park

July 30 Superhero Day, Town Center Lawn
Aug. 13 Kindness Rocks, Covington Community Park

Aug. 18 Summer Celebration, Town Center Lawn
Join us all summer long for free family-friendly activities 

at parks throughout Covington

Park Pop Ups in Covington 
for the Summer
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It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood

“Kids/Doggy Parade” at Black Diamond Miners Day showcased 
Cooper, a golden retriever co-owned by Cameryn and Callen 
Caster (left), and Bethany Helland with her mixed-breed doggie, 
Wynter. The dogs and their humans won first and second place 
consecutively.  

Jeff Brisbin’s display was one of 20 booths featured at Min-
ers Day. His presentation was chock full of media – videos and 
comics, toys and Legos. Jeff admitted that one wall at his home 
has shelves filled top-to-bottom with comic books. In the back-
ground, Tom and Danielle Bainter enjoy their third year attend-
ing Miners Day.

Lorraine Taff’s seasonal wreaths can be found at stores in Black Diamond. On the table, quartz 
rocks from Greece feature her hand-painted designs. ~Photos by D’Ann Tedford 

On 5/24/2026 at 1103 hours, 
Officer’s conducted a traffic 
stop with a vehicle near the 
21100 block of Se Auburn Black 
Diamond Rd. after discovering 
the registered owner had a 
suspended driver’s license in the 
3rd degree. Officer’s identified 
the driver as the registered 
owner and cited them for the 
offense and released them on 
scene.

**********
On 05/24/2026, Officer were 
dispatched to a possible 
impaired driver at the 31200 
block of 3rd Ave.  Upon arrival, 
the vehicle was located and 
after investigation the driver was 
taken into custody for a King 
County Sheriff’s Office warrant 
and booked into the King County 
Jail.

**********
On 05/24/2026 an officer was 
dispatched to the 31000 block 
of 229th Ave SE in reference to 
a harassment report. Through 
investigation it was determined 
no crime occurred. The 
information reported has been 
documented in a case report.

**********
On 05/25/2026, Officers made 
contact with a citizen who wished 
to provide information to officers 
regarding their babysitter. 
Officers were advised the now 
ex-baby sitter was suspected of 
driving without a valid license. 
The individual advised they just 
wanted officers to be aware of 
the situation and that the baby 
sitter was no longer employed by 
them.

**********
On 5/25/2026 at 1545 hours, 

Black Diamond 
Police Reports

X X X

—Donate to Your Local Charity— 

(Continued on page 6)

Find more news on our website 
www.voiceofthevalley.com 

and be sure to like us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/voiceofthevalley
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When Coal Was King
By Bill Kombol

One hundred years ago, the Black Diamond junior high student 
body, likely consisting of 7th and 8th grades, assembled in front of the 
town’s first proper school building, constructed in the early 1900s. The 
school district was established on November 6, 1885, just three years 
after coal was discovered there and the Black Diamond Coal Mining 
Company of Nortonville, California, moved operations 800 miles north 
from their Bay Area founding. 

In the very early years, school classes were held in family homes, the 
Masonic Hall, and the Congregational Church. As production expanded, 
Black Diamond’s population grew, and this first wooden school was 
constructed in the early 1900s. As nearby coal-mining towns such as 
Franklin and Kummer closed down in the 1910s, their districts were 
absorbed into Black Diamond, necessitating the construction of a new 
brick high school in 1921, located 50 feet southeast of this structure.

During the early 1920s, coal mine production endured a long, slow 
decline. As employment prospects faded, families moved away, and 
Black Diamond’s school enrollment shrank. In 1943, Black Diamond was 
forced to consolidate, sending its high school students to Enumclaw. 
That change resulted in this wooden school being demolished shortly 
thereafter, with the brick high school building serving grades one 
through eight thereafter.  That brick school was torn down in 1963 and 
replaced by an elementary school on the same site.  

In 1975, Black Diamond was fully absorbed into the Enumclaw 
School District.  The 1963 elementary school was torn down in 2017 
and replaced by the current Black Diamond Elementary, serving 
kindergarten through 5th grade. 

In 1999, the Black Diamond Urban Growth Area Agreement was 
signed, paving the way for population growth. Oakpointe’s Ten Trails 
and Lawson Master Planned Developments were approved in 2010. 
Oakpointe broke ground on Ten Trails in 2016, with the first home sales 
occurring in late 2017. 

Today, through annexations and expansions, the City of Black 

Diamond is home to four 
different school districts: Auburn, 
Enumclaw, Kent, and Tahoma. 
However, the vast majority of 
future growth will occur in the 
Enumclaw School District, which 
recently approved construction 
of a new school, Evergreen 
Elementary, to be located in Ten 
Trails.

Back in 1926, Black Diamond 
had 68 high school students 
spanning grades 9 through 
12, with another 42 junior high 
students in grades 7 and 8. 
Fortunately, an unknown student 
wrote the names of those junior 
high students plus one teacher in 
cursive on the back of the picture. 
While the penmanship was 
clear, some letters were difficult 
to decipher, and some names 
were spelled wrong. It was also 
apparent that the two columns 
of names on the back generally 
corresponded with row numbers 
we’ve inserted to aid in identifying 
individual students, though there 
may be some mistakes.  Name 
and spelling corrections are 
encouraged and welcome.

First row (L-R): Billy Nicholas, 

Eddie Prinklia, Del Lorn MacIntyre, Walter Minskie, Gordon Gray, 
Elmer Kosti, Alfred Moore, Bruce McLean, Caper K., Bromo Palochi, 
Milton Vaygn, Carl Steiert. 

Second row: Mildred Sarela, Edith Dernac, Jean Deli, Rose 
Callero, Lena Maroni, Genevieve Cation, Annie Weiltsnig, Pearl Rotar, 
Catherine Franchini, Elizabeth Pennachi, Francis Harrington.

Third row: Jack Edgar, Gertrude Nile, Rosie Davies, Natia Pennachi, 
Jannette Sneddon, Ida Baxter, Bella McCrety, Lottie Poleski, Alpha 
Johnson.

Fourth row: Harry Penny, Walt Mosio, Roy King, Henry Baxter, 
Marcion, Earl Hurth, Leslie Monarch, Joe Paglia, Owen Vendenlir, 
Bartinko Koski.

Standing behind: Miss McConnell, Teacher.
This photo #1036, plus assistance in identifying students, comes 

courtesy of JoAnne Matsumura, an Issaquah historian and former 
archivist for the Black Diamond Historical Society. 



ABANDONED 
VEHICLE AUCTION

***

DONATE BLOOD — Shop Locally —

LEGAL NOTICES

(Continued from page 4)
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Service Directory
Call 425-432-9696 or 

Email: advertising@voiceofthevalley.com 

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

ASPHALTASPHALT

BLACK DIAMOND 
AUTOMOTIVE

Auto Repair 
& Muffler Shop

Professional, 
Friendly Service

360-886-2800
32607 3rd Ave. •Black Diamond 

    maplevalleymerchants.com

HEATINGHEATING

•Furnaces •Water Heaters 
•Air Conditioners
All Major Brands

Puget Sound Energy Preferred Contractor

425-254-0031
COMPLHA036J3

Furnace Tune-up
Special

$14995

SAND & GRAVELSAND & GRAVEL

PLUMBINGPLUMBING

NOTARYNOTARY

Notarize Your 
Documents 

At The 

VOICE 
Of the Valley

$8 A Page!
425-432-9696

Need A 
Notary?

CONCRETECONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIESCONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES

Free Estimates - 206.510.2005
rodney@sbconcretellc.com

SBCONL*970BP
Licensed*Bonded*Insured

Serving the community 
for over 30 years.
Locally owned and 

operated.

Windows, Doors, Mouldings, Etc. 
Surplus and new building supplies
425-432-5189 www.millworkoutlet.com
www.facebook.com/millworkoutlet 

www.instagram.com/millwork_outlet

***

DONATE BLOOD

VOICEVOICE of the Valley Newspaper of the Valley Newspaper
 PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY SINCE 1969!!        ~           HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VOICEOFTHEVALLEY         ~       OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT                     

 26909 206th Ave SE, Covington, WA 98042           ~                       NOTARY SERVICE AVAILABLE                                                ~           OFFICE - 425-432-9696

WEEKLY DEADLINES: Display Ads - Wednesday by 5 p.m.                              News Copy: Thursday by 3 p.m.                                    Classified Ads:  Friday by Noon

www.voiceofthevalley.com     ~      Owner/Publisher - Donna Hayes    ~    voice9696@comcast.net    
News and Advertising Email:  Advertising@voiceofthevalley.com & News@voiceofthevalley.com

     

Support Your Local Newspaper
By Subscribing to it!

CLASSIFIED ADS
www.voiceofthevalley.com or www.facebook.com/voiceofthevalley 

425-432-9696 or Email: advertising@voiceofthevalley.com

VOICE Welcomes Letters
The VOICE of the Valley welcomes letters to the editor on any subject, 

although we reserve the right to edit for space, potential libel, and/or politi-
cal relevance. Letters addressing local news will receive priority. 

We prefer letters to be typed and E-mail is preferred. Letters must be 
signed and have a daytime phone number and address to verify authorship. 
Deadline for letters is 3 p.m. on Thursday each week.

Address: 26909 206th Ave SE, Covington, WA 98042
E-mail: voice9696@comcast.net

ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION 
A1 Right Towing and Recovery  
18451 Des Moines Memorial Dr, 
SeaTac, WA 98148. Saturday, July 
18, 2026. Viewing starts:  11:00 a.m. 
Auction starts: 12:00 p.m. 

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026) 

**********
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION 
Dick`s Towing and Road Ser-
vice, Inc. 8425 1st Ave S, Seattle, 
WA 98108. 206-364-2000 Ext. 137. 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026. 2-hour 
preview @ 8-10 a.m. Auction @ 10 
a.m.  For list of vehicles see www.
roadoneseattle.com 

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026)

**********
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION 
Lincoln Towing Enterprises Inc.,   
1201 North 125th St., Seattle, WA 
98133 . 206-364-2000.  Saturday, 
July 18, 2026. 3-hour preview @ 
7-10 a.m. Auction @ 10 a.m.  For 
list of vehicles see: www.roadonese-
attle.com

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday,  July 14, 2026)

**********
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION  
Lincoln Towing Enterprises Inc.,  
8425 1st Ave S, Seattle, WA 98108. 
206-364-2000 Ext. 1370. Wednes-
day, July 22, 2026. 3-hour preview 
8-10 a.m. Auction @ 10 a.m.  For 
list of vehicles see: www.roadonese-
attle.com

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday,  July 14, 2026)

**********
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION 
Payless Towing & Recovery, 
33905 Pacific Highway South, Fed-
eral Way, WA 98003 253-941-4565. 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 @ Noon. 
Viewing @ 11:30

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026)

**********
ABANDONED VEHICLE AUCTION 
Payless Towing & Recovery, 33905 
Pacific Hwy South, Federal Way, WA  
98003. 253-941-4565. Tuesday, 
July 21, 2026 @ Noon. Viewing @ 
11:30 a.m.

(Published VOICE of the Valley, 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026)

**********. 

Court of Washington  County of King
In re the Estate of 

Steven Joseph Joos, Deceased.
26-4-04861-1  KNT 

Probate Notice to Creditors  
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appointed Valerie 
Baxter as Personal Representative of Dece-
dent’s estate
Any person having a claim against Dece-
dent must present the claim:
•Before the time when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable statute of limita-
tions, and
•In the manner provided in RCW 11.40.070:
•By filing with the Court the original of the 
signed Creditor’s Claim, and
•By serving upon or mailing by first class 
mail to me at the address provided below a 
copy of the signed Creditor’s Claim.
The Creditor’s Claim must be presented by 
the later to occur of:
•Thirty (30) days after I served or mailed 
this Notice to you as provided in RCW 
11.40.020(3), or
•Four (4) months after the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice.
If the Creditor’s Claim is not presented with-
in the foregoing time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both the Decedent’s 
probate and non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of this Notice: Tues-
day, July 7, 2026. Dated: Tuesday, June 30, 
2026.
/s/ Jennifer A. Gellner: Jennifer A. Gellner, 
Gellner Law, Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative, WSBA #30701
Address for Mailing of Service: Jennifer A. 

Gellner, Gellner Law, 
8407 S. 259th Street, Suite 203,

Kent, WA 98030-7536
(Published VOICE of the Valley, 

Tuesdays, July 7, 14, & 21, 2026)
**********

Court of Washington  County of King
In re the Estate of 

Laurence Ronald Mahar, Deceased.
26-4-04945-6 KNT 

Probate Notice to Creditors  
(RCW 11.40.030)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appointed Rachel 
Mahar as Personal Representative of Dece-
dent’s estate
Any person having a claim against Dece-
dent must present the claim:
•Before the time when the claim would be 
barred by any applicable statute of limita-
tions, and
•In the manner provided in RCW 11.40.070:
•By filing with the Court the original of the 
signed Creditor’s Claim, and
•By serving upon or mailing by first class 
mail to me at the address provided below a 
copy of the signed Creditor’s Claim.
The Creditor’s Claim must be presented by 
the later to occur of:
•Thirty (30) days after I served or mailed 
this Notice to you as provided in RCW 
11.40.020(3), or
•Four (4) months after the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice.
If the Creditor’s Claim is not presented with-
in the foregoing time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This bar is effec-
tive for claims against both the Decedent’s 
probate and non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication of this Notice: Tues-
day, July 14, 2026. Dated: Monday, July 6, 
2026.
/s/ Jennifer A. Gellner: Jennifer A. Gellner, 
Gellner Law, Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative, WSBA #30701
Address for Mailing of Service: Jennifer A. 

Gellner, Gellner Law, 
8407 S. 259th Street, Suite 203,

 Kent, WA 98030-7536
(Published VOICE of the Valley, 

Tuesdays, July 14, 21 & 28, 2026)

Get more for your
 advertising dollar 

at the 
VOICE 

of the Valley 
For information on 
getting into your

 local newspaper.
Call 

425-432-9696
advertising

@voiceofthevalley.com

Officer’s conducted a traffic stop 
with a vehicle near the 27000 
block of Se Green River Gorge 
Rd. after observing the vehicle 
speeding and discovering the 
registered owner had a suspended 
driver’s license in the 3rd degree. 
The driver was identified as the 
registered owner and was issued 
a citation for the offense and 
additional violations.

**********
On 05/26/26, officers viewed a 
traffic violation at the 25600 block 
of Lawson St. Officers initiated 
a traffic stop and contacted the 
driver. Officers discovered that 
the driver’s license status was 
suspended in the second degree. 
Officers arrested the driver and 
booked them into Enumclaw jail.

**********
On 05/26/2026 at approximately 
20:30 Officers were dispatched 
to a report of an unsecured door 
at the 31200 of 3rd Ave Se, Black 
Diamond, Washington. Officers 
discovered an employee was 
unable to get their door locked and 
after a few minutes, Officers were 
able to get the door temporarily 
secured for the employee until it 
can be repaired.

**********
Communication Radio regarding 
a verbal dispute at The Village 
At Ten Trails apartment complex.  
Officers were informed that an 
anonymous reporting person 
called 911 to report that a female 
was screaming with lots of 
profanities from inside one of the 
apartment’s in the B building.  
Officers arrived and spoke with 
the female inside the apartment 
who stated that she had not been 
screaming or swearing. Officers 
cleared the scene.

**********
On 05/27/2026, officers were 
notified of a suspicious subject 
driving their vehicle over cones in 
a construction area at the 33800 
block of Ten Trails Pkwy SE. 
Officers conducted a check of the 
area with negative results.

**********
On 05/27/2026, officers were 
dispatched to a citizen assist 
at the 33000 block of 3rd Ave in 
reference to a motorist changing 
their tire. The reporting party 
requested officers provide traffic 
control at the location. Officers 
arrived on scene and assisted in 
traffic control while the tire was 
replaced.

**********
On 05/27/2026 at approximately 
22:09 hours, Officers received a 
notification from dispatch about a 
potential credit card fraud to be 
reported over the phone. Officers 
contacted the reporting party 
over the phone, following their 
conversation, there is an ongoing 
investigation into this potential 
credit card fraud.

**********

Black Diamond 
Police Reports


